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Pastor’s Musings 
 

As most of you know, I’m a student of History, having studied Medieval and Celtic History for 
many years, and teaching those subjects at Keene State College for a number of years. This 
historical curiosity has led me to devote some time to the history of Wellfleet, and this church in 
particular. Now, official histories have been written, and some of them hold a great deal of 
insight into our church’s history, but few of them were written by people within the 
Congregational or UCC traditions. So, it may come as no surprise, that when I read the 
documents which serve as the basis for these histories, I approach them with different 
sensibilities and assumptions. One of those assumptions others have used is that our church 
dates its origin from the existence of the first church building. Now most of us who have been 
part of Congregational Churches are aware that we constantly remind one another that the 
church is NOT the building; the church is the People! That truth seems to have been lost on the 
historical chroniclers of our story. The dates for the foundation of this church are three: 1718, 
when a dispute with our parent church in Eastham for permission to build the church here was 
denied; 1721, when ground was broken for that first church building on Doane family property 
in the Chequessett Neck area, and 1723, when that building was dedicated in a public service. 
The interesting fact in all these documents, is that the minister, a Mr. Josiah Oakes, is asked in 
all these places to be “continued” as the minister. In other words, these contracts were renewals, 
not initial invitations. So, if his contract was renewed in 1721, when did he start ministering 
here? Well, the surface answers are also quite simple. Mr. Oakes graduated from the Harvard 
Divinity School in 1708, and never served anywhere else, taking up residence in Billingsgate 
(early Wellfleet) by 1712, if not earlier. It stands to reason, that as we were a seven or eight 
mile walk from the Eastham Meeting House, that people probably began to gather for worship 
soon after Mr. Oakes’ arrival here. In Congregational history, this is the notable event: 
Gathering! The language for planting a new church is called “gathering a church” and that is 
what happened here. Others are concerned about locations and buildings, but those things are 
only part of our architectural history, not our Congregational history. So, it may be that already 
at this moment, we are more than 300 years old as a congregation, and that is certainly worth 
celebrating! The beauty of that knowledge is in imagining the countless souls who have found 
solace and sanctuary in this community, wherever we have met, and however many people have 
been part of that story. Each summer’s influx of people reminds us that this has been a place 
that calls to many to offer the peace that is hard to find in many of our lives, and it has been so 
for many years, maybe even more than 300 of them! 

 
Pastor Paul



WE EXPRESS OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO: 
 

Charlotte Hands on the death of her brother, 
William Vreeland who died on May 8th. Cards may 
be sent to Charlotte Hands, P.O. Box 1278, 
Wellfleet, MA 02667  
Mignon Muirhead-Barry on the death of her 
mother, Helen Ruth Muirhead who died on May 
13th. Cards may be sent to Mignon Muirhead-
Barry at P.O. Box 996, Wellfleet, MA 02667 
 
Todd Barry on the death of his father, Dick Barry 
who died on May 18th. Cards may be sent to Todd 
Barry, P.O. Box 996, Wellfleet, MA 02667  
Ruth Marriott on the death of her brother, Al 
Riefenhauser, who died on May 23rd. Cards may 
be sent to Ruth at P.O. Box 98, South Wellfleet, 
MA 02663 
 
Helen Eibensteiner on the death of her husband, 
Walter who died on June 17th. Cards may be sent 
to Helen at P.O. Box 39, South Wellfleet, MA 
02663 
__________________________________________ 

Change of Address 
Donna Grout 
12 Maple Street 
Westport, MA 02790 
774-319-5559 
________________________________________ 
AUGUST BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS! 
8/2    Madeline Roberts  
8/6   Andrew Tompkins  
8/10  Margaret Menengas 
8/13  Suzanne Thomas  
8/14  Dianne Eib 
8/21 Geza Kantor   
8/23 Louis Dinger   
8/24 Nancy Rea   
8/26 Alexander Laughlin 
8/29 Todd Barry  
 
_____________________________________ 
We welcome by the Sacrament of Baptism Gus 
Michael Miner, born January 22, 2016, son of 
Nicole and Christopher Miner. We also welcome, 
Jayden Michael McGee, born December 21, 2015, 
son of Hanna Maria Walther and Dylan McGee. 
 
 

Military List 
Please call the church office with names of family 
members or other loved ones who are serving in the 
armed forces of our Country. 
Andrew Porteus, son of Nancy & Jonathan Porteus; 
Simon Berrio, son of Beth & Buddy Berrio; Mark 
Spillane;  Danny James; Versalles Washington, 
brother of Frank Thomas ; Keith Lajoie, nephew of 
Holly & David Lajoie;  Matt Perry, grandson of 
Jewell Barker. 
__________________________________________  

 
PRAYER LIST 

Please contact the church office to add a name or update 
this list. 

 

“If one member suffers, all suffer together…If one 
member is honored, all rejoice together.”(1 Cor. 12:26)  
May the presence of Jesus Christ be with those on our 
PRAYER LIST and with those who care for them. Pray 

for: 

Bill Beik    Amy Costa  
Cassandra Evans  Sueko Hall   
Ara Ishkanian   Judy Katz  
Andy Nickerson  Nancy Nye 
Betsy Searcy   Ann Swanson 
Cindy Travers  

  
And for those who are chronically ill and 
confined to their homes, nursing homes and 
hospitals.  Please notify the pastor when family 
or friends are hospitalized. 

__________________________________________ 
Meal Schedules: 

The Care Team is currently coordinating meals for 
Charlotte & Richard Hands and Donna Jordan  
  
Richard’s declining health has put an extra strain on 
the family.  Providing one meal per week would 
alleviate some of this strain. If you are able to 
participate, please go to www.takethemameal.com 
you can search for them by last name “Hands” and 
passcode of 2673 (last four digits of their phone 
number).  
 

Donna and her late husband, Bob were very active 
in the congregation and remained supportive despite 
declining health issues. Donna is legally blind, 
making it very difficult for her to prepare meals on 
her own. Providing one meal per week is a simple 
and important way to show support to members in 

http://www.takethemameal.com/


need. If you are able to participate, please go to 
www.takethemameal.com you can search for her by 
last name “Jordan” and passcode of 1407 (last four 
digits of her phone number).  
_____________________________________________ 

WORSHIP FOR SUMMER 2016  
July 31: (Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost) 
Ushers:  
Greeters:  
Reader:  Ellen Wrigth 
First Reading: Colossians 3:1-11  
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 
Sermon: Knowing What to Expect 
 
August 7: (Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost) 
Ushers:  
Greeters:  
Reader:  Cyndy Van Hook 
Comm. Svr.:  
Coffee Hour:  
First Reading: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 
Sermon: When You Least Expect It! 
 
August 14: (Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
Ushers:  
Greeters:  
Reader:  Ellen Wright 
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
Gospel: Luke 12:49-56 
Sermon: It’s Going to Rain! 
 

August 21: (Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
Ushers:  
Greeters:  
Reader:  Cyndy Van Hook 
First Reading: Jeremiah 4:1-10 
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17 
Sermon: You Are Set Free! 
 

August 28: (Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
Ushers:  
Greeters:  
Reader:   
First Reading: Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
Sermon: Going After Worthless Things 
 

September 4: (Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost)  
First Reading: Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 
Sermon: The Potter’s House 

AN UPDATE ON OUR BYLAWS 
 
Throughout this past winter and spring, over thirty 
of us participated in spirited debate about the new 
bylaws. After many years of adjusting and fine-
tuning the church’s original bylaws, we took a 
collective decision to adopt a completely new set of 
bylaws. After adopting a new mission and vision 
statement to guide our work, a team was assembled 
to tackle the work of building these policies, 
guidelines and regulations for our common use.  
 Following nine months of that team’s work, a 
draft was ready to present to the congregation. We 
have now met as a congregation for three events to 
perfect this work. Having come to a place of 
hearing all the hoped for changes, we are ready to 
present an edited version for the congregation’s 
approval. We met on June 26th, in hope of achieving 
that goal, but the meeting fell sharply short of a 
quorum. We are hoping to gather once more, in 
September, following worship on the third Sunday 
of that month, September 18th to vote on these 
revised bylaws. By August 15th, new copies of 
bylaws containing all approved edits to date, will be 
distributed to everyone with an email address, and 
in hard copy for everyone who’d like to pick up a 
copy at the church office, or after Sunday Worship 
in coffee hour. This has been a long process, and it 
has entailed a great deal of work. Thanks go to the 
members of that Team: Dianne Eib, Dowell Multer, 
Dot Oberding, and as an advisor, Susan 
Eenigenburg! 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
We have had a wonderful experience of greeting 
children and their families every fall, and have often 
faced the challenges of not getting enough 
volunteers to meet the growing needs of our 
program. We are embarking on an experiment this 
year with the addition of a Sunday School Teacher 
who works for the church, rather than volunteering, 
and so we will be able to offer a program every 
Sunday from September 11th through early June! 
Her name is Amanda Kosloski, and her name 
should be familiar to any who have attended 
Christmas Eve services in the past several years. 
Amanda and her mom, Cindy, have offered 
wonderful music at those services. Let’s welcome 
her this fall, as we welcome back the children! 

http://www.takethemameal.com/


MISSIONS 
We are constantly contacted by folks engaged in 
mission throughout the Outer Cape. We participate 
with and support several local missions, including 
the Homeless Prevention Council, Lower Cape 
Outreach Council, Cape Cod Children’s Place, 
Habitat for Humanity, Mass Appeal, the Wellfleet 
Food Pantry, and individual donations to support 
those with emergency or crucial needs. This often 
overlooked ministry is administered through the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, and each year 
thousands of dollars are given to local people. There 
is always a need for such donations, and so far, only 
three families are the primary donors to this fund. If 
you would like to help with this valuable work, 
please consider making an additional donation to 
the church and describing it as “Discretionary 
Fund.” 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Each year we try to support the higher educational 
costs for young people who have had a relationship 
with our church. We have not yet selected 
scholarship recipients for the up-coming year, but 
we hope to meet in September to make that 
determination. Ordinarily, we gather a team to 
evaluate these applications each Spring, but other 
issues pressed us this year. We have only three 
applicants, the same as last year, when we awarded 
scholarships to Izzy Souza, Nathan Garran, and 
Anna Milliken. All three of these students are 
thriving in college and have long family 
connections to our congregation. A new Scholarship 
and Mission Team will convene this fall, and we 
can tackle these ministries together! 
 
 
PASTOR/STAFF PARISH RELATIONS TEAM 
We have re-created a team that existed here for 
many years. In 2011-12, we attempted to restart this 
team as the Communications team, but it only lasted 
one season, and gave us a number of questions and 
challenges to answer. We are hoping to create a safe 
and engaging space where each constituent of our 
congregation can find a place to express difficulties, 
challenges, and new opportunities. Employees need 
to be able to find a place to discuss their jobs, and 
any challenges that arise, and the members of the 
congregation need to be able to express concerns or 

reservations without feeling threatened or ignored. 
Please contact the members of this team, if you 
have any question about its operation or if you have 
a personal concern. Please contact Dianne Eib, Sue 
Sloan or Susan Eenigenburg if you have any 
questions. 
 
CONTACTING ONE ANOTHER 
It has now been several years since we printed a 
church directory, and it is substantially out of date! 
We would like to hear from everyone about their 
wishes for updating the directory. We also want to 
learn just who is available for immediate contact, 
through cell phones, email or other methods. We are 
exploring some decisions regarding our “online” 
presence, as well. We have a web-page, not updated 
or repaired nearly often enough, we have a 
Facebook presence, and that is a place that seems to 
get regular contact by many in the church, and we 
have a variety of email communications. Over the 
next 6-8 Sundays, we will offer an insert in the 
bulletin requesting information about names, 
addresses (both seasonal and year-round), phone 
numbers, cell numbers, email, etc. 
Please help us to stay in touch with all of you in the 
most effective manner. We would love to be able to 
know that our communications are getting to the 
right folks! After all, we are all in this together! 

 



 
          

July 1 – August 31 – Monday through Friday 8:15-
9:30am YOGA with Patty Renaud  
 
 

July 29 at 7:30pm - Cape Cod Chamber Music 
Festival – The Curtis Institute of Music - The Next 
Generation – Featured Artist: Kevin Lin & Laura 
Park, violin; Alex Link, viola; Youna Choi, cello; Lui 
Meng-Chieh, piano. Yevgeny Kutik, Spencer Myer.   
Program: Franz Schubert/ Jonathan Bailey Holland / 
Edward Elgar. For more information go to 
http://www.capecodchambermusic.org  
 
August 4 at 7:30pm - Cape Cod Chamber Music 
Festival - The Emerson String Quartet – The 
Emerson Plays Two Great Russians. Returns with 
Nakamatsu. Featured Artists: Eugene Drucker, 
violin; Philip Setzer, violin; Lawrence Dutton, 
viola; Paul Watkins, cello. 
Program: Beethoven / Shostakovich / Tchaikovsky. 
For more information go to 
http://www.capecodchambermusic.org 
 
August 19 at 7:30pm- Cape Cod Chamber Music 
Festival - The Jupiter Residency III – Brian Zeger, 
Jupiter String Quartet. Featured artists: Brian Zeger, 
piano; Nelson Lee, violin, Meg Freivogel, violin, 
Liz Freivogel, viola and Daniel McDonough, cello. 
Program:  
Schubert / Bartok / Brahms. 
For more information go to 
http://www.capecodchambermusic.org 
 

August 26 at 7:30pm- Cape Cod Chamber Music 
Festival – Musical Monuments – Festival Artists:  
Nicholas Kitchen, violin; Kristopher Tong, violin; 
Mai Motobucchi, viola, Yeesum Kim, cello, 
Randall Hodgkinson, piano. Program: Ligeti / 
Shostakovich / Beethoven 
For more information go to 
http://www.capecodchambermusic.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 28 at 7:30pm- Cape Cod Chamber Music 
Festival - Grand Finale – Festival Artists 
Nicholas Kitchen, violin; Cynde Iverson, bassoon; 
Mai Motobuchi, viola; Kevin Cobb, trumpet; 
Yeesun Kim, cello; John D. Rojak, trombone; Tony 
Falanga, bass; Ted Atkatz, percussion; Jon 
Manasse, clarinet; Jon Nakamatsu, piano, Eric 
Reed, horn.  Program: Stravinsky / Dohnányi 
For more information go to 
http://www.capecodchambermusic.org 
 

September 1 at 7:00pm pre-concert talk with 
David Schneider - 7:30pm - Lighthouse 
Chamber Music Players Featured Artists: Anne-
Marie McDermott, piano; Elizabeth Chang, violin; 
Nardo Poy, viola; Maureen McDermott, cello. 
Program: Boccherini / Mozart / Chausson.  
Concert/dinner packages available with The Wicked 
Oyster. Enjoy a prix fixe dinner at The Wicked 
Oyster and our concert for $55.  Price includes 
concert ticket, dinner, and tax; excludes drinks and 
gratuity.  Dinner begins at 5:00 and ends at 6:45 pm 
both evenings.  Tickets also available at The 
Wicked Oyster, 50 Main Street, Wellfleet.  For 
more information & tickets go to 
http://www.lighthousechamberplayers.org  
 

 

Summer 2016 events 
at the 

First Congregational Church of Wellfleet, 
200 Main Street, Wellfleet 

508-349-6877  www.wellfleetchurch.org 
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